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projects
At the beginning of 2018, we have concluded our InfoKompas project 

by publishing a comprehensive handbook for teachers about teaching 

critical thinking and information literacy. The handbook and our project 

outcomes were discussed at an event Critically thinking Slovakia held 

in Bratislava in February.  

Also in February, a journalist Ján Kuciak was brutally murdered in his 

home in Slovakia. This concerning act caused a political crisis in 

Slovakia. We are deeply committed to the freedom of speech and the 

advancement of democratic values, that is why we joined the initiative 

For decent Slovakia. #ALL FOR JAN

On 16-17 May we have held the fifth annual South Caucasus Security Forum in 

Tbilisi, Georgia. It is one of the biggest and most prestigious security conferences 

in the region. This year, the conference was the largest in its history both by the 

number of guests and by the number of panels and expert speakers. We are 

grateful to our long-term partner the GFSIS (Rondeli foundation) and we were 

extremely happy to cooperate with a new partner, the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung.

In 2018, we have also pioneered out new Young Professionals Program, aimed 

at developing the future generation of international relations and security policy 

experts. Total of 11 excellent participants took part in the first edition of the 

program. The students participated in a special program at the South Caucasus 

Security Forum, at the Summer University, written and published policy papers 

and cooperated at other activities. They got a chance to develop their talent under 

the guidance of top practitioners in the field.   

In July, we have successfully completed 11th edition of the Summer 

University for Young Professionals. This week-long interactive study 

course for students and early-career professionals moved to Banská 

Bystrica this year and we have pushed the program even further with 

new teaching techniques and high-profile speakers.

We have continued with the successful tradition of Strategic Talks, a 

series of public talks and discussions on global security in Slovakia. Five 

more events were held this year on topics like migration, NATO, Turkey 

or the South Caucasus. A number of Stratpol-organised expert 

discussions and roundtables were pushing the Slovak international 

security debate forward. 

The year 2018 brought a commemoration of the important "eights" in 

Slovak history: 1918, 1939, 1948 and 1968. We have started the project 

Storočie.sk - our heroes, our villans, developing an interactive and 

engaging way to teach recent Slovak history. We have organised 

workshops for teachers and developed a beautifully illustrated publication.

The end of the year was marked by the focus on Slovak defence, alliances, 

and security. We have researched youth radicalisation and paramilitarism in 

Slovakia, publishing a research brochure titled Youth, Radicalism and 

Paramilitary Organisations, aiming at a reform of civilian participation in the 

Slovak defence. We have also toured schools and youth societies across 

Slovakia, lecturing about our military and allies within a project Past and 

future of the Slovak army in NATO.   

in numbers

In April, we have implemented an intensive security studies course 

titled Security in the Eastern European Neighbourhood: Theories 

and Practices in Kiev and Odessa, Ukraine. 

During the last year, we have 

organised 8 public events in 

Slovakia and abroad. These were 

accompanied by 15 lectures for 

students.

The number of our facebook 

followers grew from 1,541 to 2,805, 

reaching up to 50,000 people.

We have published  5 books and 

brochures both in Slovak and 

English, and 12 research and policy 

papers on current global topics. 

Periodically, we have released 

23 Stratpol Memos and 5 Stratpol 

ViewPoints, while continuously 

improving their format. 

Total of 6 live streams and 5 video 

interviews were released in 2018.

Thousands of people participated in our public events and 

hundreds of students participated in our lectures. 

donors
We could not achieve what we did without our partners, donors and supporters. Thank you for your 

support. In 2018, we have received financial support from these donors:

International Visegrad Fund

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic

Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation - The German Marshall Fund

NATO Public Diplomacy Division

Embassy of the United States in Slovakia

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Slovakia

looking forward
 will be a year of important anniversaries

In winter we will launch a new project in connection with the Slovak 

presidential election which will be held on 9 March 2019.

In spring, we will celebrate 10 years of the Eastern 

Partnership. We are planning our annual flagship South 

Caucasus Security Forum to reflect this milestone.

2019

Throughout the year, we will also look into the Past and future of the Visegrad cooperation.

Our project Storočie.sk will 

focus on the 75th anniversary of 

the Slovak National Uprising.

Our traditional Summer University for Young 

Professionals will be held in the beginning of summer.

For the end of the year, we have planned the continuation of our 

#WeAreNATO campaign, centred around the 70th anniversary of NATO.

Thank you for your support and 

Happy New Year!  
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